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it is said, one point in the day at which Thiepval might have been
taken in reverse by the 107th Brigade, but if the chance was
given it was missed and in the evening and in the darkness of
night what was left of the Division fell back into what was left
of Thiepval Wood. As they came in the artillery-men rushed out
of the dug-outs in the road banks, and shook hands with them,
exclaiming, "Well done, Paddy! You Irish were splendid."
" The possibility of breaking the German front," says the
Official Historian," but the impossibility of holding the captured
ground when of small area, if the Germans were not inclined to
permit it, had once more been demonstrated,"
But at a heavy cost. Every trench and shell-hole was full of
their dead, and for three nights they worked, dragging their
wounded from No Man's Land, often in blankets for lack of
stretchers. Seventy-nine officers and 1,777 men had been killed,
102 officers and 2,626 wounded; altogether there were some five
thousand casualities. " They behaved gallantly," Tim Healy
wrote, u and suffered heavy losses. So great was the wailing in
Belfast," he added, unable to repress his habitual sneer, " that
Carson for the moment lost popularity there."
On the 5th July, 1916, General Nugent wrote to Carson from
Divisional Headquarters:
" The 1st July should for all time have a double meaning for
Ulstermen.
" The attack carried out by the Ulster Division was the finest
thing the new armies have done in this war. Observers from
outside the Division who saw it say it was a superb example of
discipline and courage.
" We had to come through a wood which was being literally
blown to pieces, form up in successive lines outside of it under
a devastating fire and then advance across the open for 400 yards
to the first line of German trenches. It was done as if it was a
parade movement on the barrack square.
" The losses were formidable before we ever reached the first
line; but the men never faltered and finally rushed the first line,
cheering and shouting * Boyne' and c No Surrender.'
.** From there onwards they never checked nor wavered until
tikey reached the 5th line of the German trenches which was
limit of the objective laid down for us. They captured and